NO MORE in Nebraska
Together We Can End Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition, Editor: Michelle Zinke

I believe much
trouble and
blood would be
saved if we
opened our
hearts more.
-Chief Joseph,
1840-1904,
Wal-lam-wat-kain
(Wallowa) band of
Nez Perce
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VAWA 2013 Empowering Tribes to Protect Native Women
VAWA 2013AND TRIBAL JURISDICTION
OVER NON-INDIAN PERPETRATORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
www.justice.gov/tribal/docs/vawa-2013-tribal-jurisdiction-overnon-indian-perpetrators-domesticviolence.pdf

Congress recently passed the Violence Against Women Reauthorization
Act of 2013, or “VAWA 2013.” This new law includes significant provisions
addressing tribal jurisdiction over non-Indian perpetrators of domestic
violence. These tribal provisions were proposed by the Justice
Department in 2011.
WHAT WILL TRIBES BE ABLE TO DO UNDER THE NEW LAW?
Tribes will be able to exercise their sovereign power to investigate,
prosecute, convict, and sentence both Indians and non-Indians who
assault Indian spouses or dating partners or violate a protection order in
Indian country. VAWA 2013 also clarifies tribes' sovereign power to issue
and enforce civil protection orders against Indians and non-Indians.
WHEN DOES THIS NEW LAW TAKE EFFECT?
Although tribes can issue and enforce civil protection orders now,
generally tribes cannot criminally prosecute non-Indian abusers until at
least March 7, 2015.
WILL THIS BE VOLUNTARY?
Yes, tribes will be free to participate, or not. The authority of U.S.
Attorneys (and state/local prosecutors, where they have jurisdiction) to
prosecute crimes in Indian country remains unchanged.
WHAT CRIMES ARE COVERED?
Covered offenses will be determined by tribal law. But tribes’ criminal
jurisdiction over non-Indians will be limited to the following, as defined in
VAWA 2013:
• Domestic violence;
• Dating violence; and
• Criminal violations of protection orders.
WHAT CRIMES ARE NOT COVERED?
The following crimes will generally not be covered:
• Crimes committed outside of Indian country;
continued on page 3
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Pause! Plan! Prevent! Brings a Fresh Look at Prevention
By Rachel West, Prevention Coordinator
In May, the Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition hosted Pause!
Plan! Prevent!, a two-day conference and strategic planning session for
Nebraska’s Network of local domestic violence/sexual assault programs.
The purpose of this conference was to allow local program advocates, directors,
and Coalition staff the opportunity to: take a pause from our busy work and truly reflect on our
vision to create a world free of violence against women; strategically plan our next steps in
creating this violence-free world; and implement those plans in a way that will ultimately prevent
violence against women and create that violence-free world that we envision.
Approximately 40 program advocates, directors, Coalition staff, and funders attended the
conference to hear Jennifer Grove (National Sexual Violence Resource Center) and David Lee
(California Coalition Against Sexual Assault and PreventConnect) present how we as a movement
frame sexual and domestic violence prevention, ways to fully integrate prevention into our
organizations, how change truly takes place, and which programmatic approaches can help spark
that change. The room was alive with energy and excitement as advocates and directors learned
and discussed ways in which they can make change within their own organizations and
communities.
Day two officially launched the network’s strategic planning process. Deborah Tucker (National
Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence) led the group in evaluating our vision and mission
statements and identifying our strengths and needs, as individual programs and collectively as a
network. These discussions marked the beginnings of our strategic planning process, a process
which is sure to extend beyond the realm of these two days. In the coming weeks we will begin
conversations to explore and identify our next steps based on the information gleaned at the
conference. And remember – while the Coalition will be coordinating this strategic planning
process, it is a collaborative process that will require each program’s active participation and input
to truly create an effective and dynamic prevention plan for our entire network. Now let’s get
started!

Debby Tucker, National Center on Domestic and
Sexual Violence; Rachel West, Coalition; Lynne
Lange, Coalition; Jennifer Grove, National Sexual
Violence Resource Center, and David Lee,
CALCASA & PreventConnect.

Prevention advocates discuss ideas and resources for the state.
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Empowering Tribes to Protect Native Women continued
WHAT CRIMES ARE NOT COVERED? (continued)
• Crimes between two non-Indians;
• Crimes between two strangers, including sexual assaults;
• Crimes committed by a person who lacks sufficient ties to the tribe, such as living or working on
its reservation; and
• Child abuse or elder abuse that does not involve the violation of a protection order.
WHAT IS THE PILOT PROJECT?
A tribe can start prosecuting non-Indian abusers sooner than March 7, 2015, if—
• The tribe’s criminal justice system fully protects defendants’ rights under Federal law;
• The tribe asks to participate in the new Pilot Project; and
• The Justice Department grants the tribe’s request and sets a starting date.
WHAT RIGHTS DO NON-INDIAN DEFENDANTS HAVE?
A tribe must—
• Protect the rights of defendants under the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968, which largely tracks
the Federal Constitution’s Bill of Rights, including the right to due process.
• Protect the rights of defendants described in the Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010, by
providing—
o Effective assistance of counsel for defendants;
o Free, appointed, licensed attorneys for indigent defendants;
o Law-trained tribal judges who are also licensed to practice law;
o Publicly available tribal criminal laws and rules; and
o Recorded criminal proceedings.
• Include Indians and non-Indians in jury pools.
• Inform defendants ordered detained by a tribal court of their right to file Federal habeas corpus
petitions.
IS THERE NEW FUNDING FOR THE TRIBES?
In VAWA 2013, Congress authorized up to $25 million total for tribal grants in fiscal years 2014 to
2018, but Congress has not yet appropriated any of those funds. However, tribes may continue to
apply for funding through DOJ’s Coordinated Tribal Assistance Solicitation (CTAS), which can
support VAWA implementation. Additional funding sources may be available through other
Federal agencies.
HOW CAN WE LEARN MORE?
Please contact the Justice Department’s Office of Tribal Justice (OTJ) at 202-514-8812 or Office
on Violence against Women (OVW) at 202-307-6026, or visit www.justice.gov/tribal.
Source: VAWA 2013 and Tribal Jurisdiction Over Non-Indian Perpetrators of Domestic Violence Fact Sheet,
United States Department of Justice, http://www.justice.gov/tribal/docs/vawa-2013-tribal-jurisdiction-overnon-indianperpetrators-domesticviolence.pdf, retrieved June 15, 2013.
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New and Revised Publications
The Coalition provides a variety of brochures and publications to the local domestic violence and
sexual programs in Nebraska as well as other interested organizations and individuals. Over the
past several months the Coalition has either significantly revised some of the brochures or created
new brochures.
The Understanding Nebraska’s Domestic Abuse Protection Order (DAPO) brochure has been
revised to reflect the changes in Nebraska statute that took effect July 2012. This brochure includes
information about the process to obtain a protection order and other considerations. This brochure is
available in English and Spanish.
The Understanding Nebraska’s Orders of Protection brochure is a new brochure that includes
information about the various protection orders, restraining orders and harassment orders that are
available in Nebraska. Not all of these options require a past history or relationship with the
perpetrator. This brochure is available in English and is currently being translated into Spanish.
Another new brochure is Domestic Violence: Power and Control. This tri-fold brochure includes
some basic information about domestic violence, including warning signs and the services provided
by local domestic violence/sexual assault programs. This brochure is available in English and is
currently being translated into Spanish.
A third new item is a lethality risk assessment pocket card. This card is based on a resource created
by the ST. Paul Police Department. It is meant to be a quick reference guide with questions to assist
someone in determining the level of risk present. The resource was created for law enforcement
personnel but can be used by other organizations. (Please note that assessing for risk in a domestic
violence situation is a complicated process. This card is meant to be a guide but is not a thorough
assessment. The victim’s interpretation of the level of risk is the best indication of the situation.)
The What Are My Rights: Nebraska Crime Victim’s Rights brochure was also revised. This brochure
provides basic information about the rights of crime victims in Nebraska. The brochure is not specific
to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking. This brochure is available in English.
Lastly, Coalition staff have updated the brochure Violence In The Home: Information for Teens. This
brochure is available in English and Spanish.
The Coalition would like to thank the advocates from the local programs who reviewed brochures
and provided feedback. If you would like to serve as a reviewer for Coalition publications, please
contact Michelle Z at michellez@ndvsac.org or 402-476-6256.
Brochures are available free of charge, although the Coalition
reserves the right to limit quantities provided to non-member
organizations.
For more information about Coalition publications or to request
copies of a publication, please contact Lili (lilio@ndvsac.org) or
Michelle Z (michellez@ndvsac.org) at the Coalition office.
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Program News
Advocate Receives Award from
National Sexual Violence Resource Center
Each April the National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC) offers
the Visionary Voice award in conjunction with Sexual Assault Awareness
Month (SAAM). The award honors the creativity and hard work of
individuals around the country who have demonstrated outstanding work to
end sexual violence. Cari, the Sexual Assault Advocate for Hope Crisis
Center, received one of the awards for 2013. She was nominated by the
Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition.
Above: Michelle Miller,
Coalition, and Cari, Hope
Crisis Center when Cari
learned of the award.
Below: Cari with the award.

Cari has been an advocate with Hope Crisis Center (based in Fairbury)
since 2007, and previously worked for The SAFE Center in Kearney. She
has served as the Sexual Assault Advocate with Hope Crisis Center for the
past three years. Cari provides direct services to victims and survivors of
sexual violence, including intimate partner sexual violence. She also works
with other service providers to enhance system responses to victims of
violence. Cari has made strides in the development of collaborations in her
community and provides holistic individual advocacy and support to victims.
The Coalition congratulates Cari on receiving this award. Michelle Miller,
Sexual Violence Program Coordinator for the Coalition, presented the
award to Cari during the Hope Crisis Center’s Put Your Foot Down to End
Sexual Violence event on April 27, 2013.

Building Collaborative Responses to Trafficked Victims
A team of advocates and law enforcement recently attended
a national training on human trafficking, Building
Collaborative Responses to Trafficked Victims of Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault. The training was coordinated
by Futures Without Violence, a national organization
dedicated to ending domestic and sexual violence that is
based in San Francisco.

Pictured left to right: Cindy Liou, Asian
Pacific Islander Legal Outreach (trainer);
Dawn Conley, Heartland Family Service;
Jeremy Kinsey, Detective Sergeant, La Vista
Police Department; Robert Sanford,
Coalition; John Vanek, Lt (Ret.) San Jose
Police Human Trafficking Task Force
(trainer); and Maria Jose Fletcher,
Co-Director VIDA Legal Assistance (trainer).

In order to participate in the training, teams were required to
submit an application and undergo an interview process. The
team will receive follow up for one year as they work to
implement the action plan created at the conference.
For more information about the training or about human
trafficking, contact Robert at roberts@ndvsac.org or
402-476-6256.
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Program News
Coalition Welcomes New Local Program Directors
Center for Survivors (Columbus) - Hope Freshour began as the Executive Director of the Center for
Survivors on March 1. Hope has five years experience working with non-profit agencies, including
one year with the Center for Survivors before becoming the Executive Director. She also has a
Master of Arts degree in Education with a Bachelor of Science degree in Public Relations/
Communications and English.
Crisis Center (Grand Island) - Lex Ann Roach began as Executive Director of the Crisis Center on
April 1. However, she began with the Crisis Center in July 2012 and had been serving as the Public
Relations and Marketing Coordinator. Before working for the Crisis Center she spent years as a
project coordinator for Project Extra Mile; a federally-funded nonprofit focused on implementing
environmental prevention of underage alcohol use and access and as a membership director for the
Girl Scouts. She has a Master of Arts degree in Management.
Rape/Domestic Abuse Program (North Platte) - After a brief retirement, Jeanie Gilbert has returned
as the Executive Director of RDAP. Jeanie has been with RDAP for over seventeen years, serving in
a variety of capacities. She previously served as the Executive Director for 3.5 years.

Crisis Center Opens New Building
On May 3, the Crisis Center for Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault officially opened their new
building with an open house and ribbon cutting ceremony. A variety of community supporters,
including Fremont Mayor Scott Getzschman, representatives from the Chamber of Commerce, and
Crisis Center board members attended the ribbon cutting ceremony.
The new building was funded through a multi-year capital campaign, “Lighting the Way to New
Beginnings.” The campaign raised approximately $1million. An endowment fund will be created with
$100,000 of the funds. In order to increase sustainability of the building and services provided.
The building was designed and built specifically for the nonprofit organization’s mission of preventing
and eliminating domestic violence and sexual assault. The facility is approximately 6,465 square feet
and includes offices as well as a victim/survivor center, a community education and resource center,
a children’s playroom, and an outdoor play area. The education and resource center is designed in a
way to allow other
organizations to use it
without having access to
other areas of the facility.

Suzanne Smith, Executive Director of the Crisis Center, cuts the ribbon as
Crisis Center staff, Mayor Getzshman and others celebrate.

Executive Director
Suzanne Smith states
“We’re excited that our
new facility will be able to
bring additional services,
collaborations and
partnerships.”
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What’s New at the Coalition?
Newsletter Receives New Name
The Coalition newsletter has been given a new name - No More in Nebraska. The new name reflects
the Coalition’s new vision statement: We envision a world where domestic violence and sexual
assault are a distant memory and healthy relationships prosper.
Additionally, the name was chosen due to a national initiative titled No More. The No More initiative
was created by national organizations focused on ending domestic and sexual violence as well as
state Coalitions and other partners. The initiative began in 2010, with more components added
through 2012. A full launch of the No More campaign occurred in January 2013.
According to the No More website,* 12.7 million people are physically abused, raped or stalked by
their partners in one year. That’s approximately the size of New York City and Los Angeles
combined. It means that 24 people are physically abused, raped, or stalked EVERY MINUTE.
The goal of this newsletter is for the Coalition to keep in touch with member organizations, funders,
allied organizations and individuals committed to ending domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault and stalking. The original newsletter name, In Touch, was selected for that reason. However,
as we move forward and work to end violence in our communities, our nation and our world, the
Coalition wanted a name that reflected that goal.
For more information about the newsletter, contact Michelle Z at michellez@ndvsac.org or
402-476-6256. For more information about the national No More initiative, visit www.nomore.org.
*Source: No More website, www.nomore.org, retrieved May 20, 2013.

Volunteer Appreciation
April 21-27 was recognized nationally as Volunteer Appreciation Week. The Coalition is grateful for
the various volunteers that have supported the office for the past year. Several of them have been
students from local colleges that needed a set amount of volunteer hours for a class requirement.
Others were able to commit additional time and be involved on a longer basis, such as Coralee
Laura, Aktham, Nolt and Noelle.
Most volunteers assist with office tasks, such as prepare mailings and
updating publications. Coralee and Laura have been invaluable in this role.
Other volunteers complete additional tasks based on the time they have
available and additional skills. For example, Aktham is working to translate
several of the Coalition brochures into Arabic.
Nolt and Noelle were legal externs with the Coalition. An externship is a type
of field placement program that allows students to gain more in-depth
information and experience about a topic. Externships are often linked to a
specific research project. Students can receive credit hours for the
Nolt and Noelle, legal
externs for the Coalition. externship. Nolt and Noelle both contacted the Coalition and requested an
externship with the organization.

Nebraska Domestic Violence
Sexual Assault Coalition
245 S. 84th St, Ste 200
Lincoln, NE 68510
www.ndvsac.org

NDVSAC is a proud member agency of the
Community Services Fund. Learn more at:
www.communityservicesfund.org

NDVSAC Board of Directors
Christon MacTaggart, Chair, Papillion
Hilary Wasserburger, Vice-Chair, Gering
Bob Moyer, Treasurer, Lincoln
Andrea Rodriguez, Secretary, Norfolk
Suellen Koepke, Parliamentarian, Broken Bow
Dawn Conley, Papillion
Heather Duhachek, Omaha
Francine McKenzie, North Platte
Kelsie Myers, Norfolk
Linda Olson, O’Neill
Keisha Patent, Lincoln
Jay Rose, Lincoln

Mark Your Calendar
Upcoming Events
June
21-22 Directors’ Days, Norfolk, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256
26
Webinar: Outreach to GLBTQ Communities, YOUR DESK, NDVSAC and Outlinc, 402-476-6256
27
Legal Advocacy: Family Law Matters, Lincoln, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256

July
10
18
24
31

Webinar: Models of Prevention, YOUR DESK, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256
Trauma and Intimate Partner Sexual Violence, Location TBA, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256
Program Sharing & Training Day: Working with Schools, Grand Island, 402-476-6256
Webinar: Legislative Update, YOUR DESK, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256

August
5-9
14

Nebraska Victim Assistance Academy, Omaha, NE Victim Assistance Academy, 402-490-7667
Webinar: Homelessness and Domestic and Sexual Violence, YOUR DESK, NDVSAC and Fresh Start,
402-476-6256
21
Webinar: Healthy Relationships and Sexuality, YOUR DESK, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256
22
Legal Advocacy: Protection Orders & Firearms, Lincoln, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256
23
Legal Advocacy: Legal Considerations for Minors, Lincoln, NDVSAC, 402-476-6256
28-30 National Sexual Assault Conference, Los Angeles, National Sexual Violence Resource Center and
CALCASA, www.nsvrc.org/connect

