
How wonderful it is that nobody need wait  
a single moment before starting to improve the world. 

- Anne Frank 

2008 - 2009 Statewide Report 

Nebraska  
Domestic Violence  

Sexual Assault Coalition 



Dear Friends of the Coalition,  
 
During the past year, despite the difficult economic situation in our country, the 
Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition has continued to grow and thrive. 
Opportunities have presented themselves and the Coalition staff has stepped up to the 
challenge. They put their heart and soul into efforts that will prevent and eliminate 
sexual and domestic violence. They do this not only to benefit the entire state and the 
network of 22 programs, but primarily because they are committed to helping victims 
and changing the attitudes and beliefs that lead to violence. Unfortunately, there is yet 
much work to accomplish. Indeed all of us have been touched by someone who has 
experienced violence.  

 
In 2009, during just one 24-hour period in Nebraska, 

 252 victims of domestic or sexual assault called Nebraska crisis lines, 
 344 Nebraska victims found safety in shelters or transitional housing provided by 22 local 

domestic violence/sexual assault programs (DV/SA) programs, and 
 an additional 385 victims and their children received a range of services from local DV/SA 

programs, such as support groups, transportation to safety and advocacy. 
  
This year your continued contributions and commitment will play a crucial role in supporting local 
programs to meet victims’ needs. As well, this will allow the Coalition to continue their work to eliminate 
domestic and sexual violence and empower people with information, resources, opportunities and hope. I 
hope that this report inspires you and that you will take this opportunity to give others hope. Your 
commitment to becoming a member of NDVSAC will assist the Coalition through another challenging 
year. We appreciate your collaboration and support! 
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A Message from the Chair of the Board 

Nikki Gausman,  
Board Chair 

Dear Coalition Allies, 
 

The year 2009 marked the fifteenth anniversary of the passage of the landmark legis-
lation, the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA).  This legislation not only recognized 
the severe problems of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking, but it provided 
federal funding to assist in the efforts to address the needs of survivors and to hold 
offenders accountable.  It is a coincidence that 2009 also commemorated the fifteenth 
anniversary of my personal efforts in the area of advocating for survivors.  In reflecting 
back over that time frame, it is amazing to see the positive steps that have been taken 
in our communities as agencies have collaborated and grown together in their work to 
provide safety for survivors. The VAWA has allowed for agencies to build upon the 
grass roots efforts that began before there were shelters, crisis lines or assistance in 

place to provide a safe and supportive opportunity to leave a violent relationship. 
 

As we celebrate the VAWA and the positive impact that it has made, not only is it imperative that we em-

brace the progress, but it is equally important to continue our efforts by taking them to the next level.  In 

our local communities, let’s invite new partners to the table, collaborate with underserved populations, 

and remember to keep prevention at the forefront of our efforts.  While it took a determined group of indi-

viduals to address the need for an improved response to today’s survivors through the passing of the 

VAWA, it will also take a strong group of present leaders to continue the momentum and ensure that the 

growing complexity of needs are met for tomorrow’s survivors.  Thank you being one of today’s leaders! 

Lynne Lange,  
Executive Director 
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Mission Statement 
 
The Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual 
Assault Coalition is a statewide advocacy 
organization committed to the prevention and 
elimination of sexual and domestic violence.  
We work to enhance safety and justice for 
victims of domestic violence and sexual 
assault by supporting and building upon the 
services provided by the network of local 
programs. 
 
To this end the Coalition provides information, 
support and guidance through: 
 Training on the local and statewide level; 
 Dissemination of a variety of education 

materials; and, 
 Working to ensure laws and public policy 

initiatives support victims and hold 
offenders accountable. 

 
Our broader mission is to increase public 
awareness and community involvement and 
to encourage local community leaders and 
other key service providers to support efforts 
to change the institutional policies and cultural 
practices that perpetuate violence against 
women and children. 
 
 

Statement of Philosophy 
 
Abuse is a choice and a practice by which 
persons achieve power, gratification or 
financial advancement through the abuse of 
another person by abrogating that person’s 
human right to dignity, equality, autonomy and 
physical and mental well being. Therefore, we 
must work to eliminate racism, homophobia, 
anti-Semitism, classism and oppression of all 
traditionally silenced groups. These 
oppressions are perpetuated by the same 
systems that profit from violence against 
women and children and cannot be separated 
from the overall mission of the Coalition, for 
the oppression of one is the oppression of all. 

Page 1 

Table of Contents 

Page 1 NDVSAC Statewide Report 2008-2009 



Hopes and Dreams  

This report provides a snapshot of the activities of the Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual 
Assault Coalition and the twenty-two local domestic violence/sexual assault programs in 
Nebraska. Although this publication focuses on the most recent statistical reporting period, it is 
important to note that the Coalition and the local programs have been part of the battered 
women’s and rape crisis movements for over thirty years.  
 
Creating social change is a long process, and the work of the Coalition and the local programs 
have changed and evolved in many ways through the years. However, the Coalition and the 
twenty-two local domestic violence sexual assault programs remain dedicated to addressing 
and one day ending domestic and sexual violence. This guided by the hopes and dreams for the 
future.  
 
This work is about hope. A hope that direct services provide the necessary supports for victims 
and survivors of violence. A hope that community awareness and education activities create a 
better understanding of domestic and sexual violence so that other 
service providers, friends, and family will believe survivors and 
respond with care and compassion. A hope that collaborations with 
other organizations, such as educators, healthcare providers, law 
enforcement and court personnel, will increase accountability for 
those who choose to use violence against their intimate partners and 
acquaintances. A hope that prevention activities will stop future 
violence from occurring. A hope that adequate funding will be 
provided so that all of this can occur.  
 
Ultimately, however, this work is about dreams. In Nebraska and across the world advocates 
dream of a world where domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking do not exist. A world 

where social and cultural norms do not perpetuate violence and women 
are not objectified and used as advertising tools. A world where a person 
is not blamed for a sexual assault because he or she trusted someone 
who, unknown to them, was a perpetrator of violence. A world where the 
crisis programs will close not because of  lack of funding but because 
there is no need for their services.  

 
Much work remains to be done before these dreams become reality. However, until that time the 
Coalition and local programs will continue to support victims, work to hold perpetrators 
accountable and challenge social norms that perpetuate domestic and sexual violence.  
 
 
 

Consult not your fears but your hopes and dreams. Think not about your  
frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what 

you tried and failed in, but with what it is still possible for you to do.  
- Pope John XXIII, 1881-1963 
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Network of Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Programs 

In Nebraska, there are 22 community based domestic violence/sexual assault programs. There 
are also 4 tribal programs serving the Ponca, Winnebago, Omaha, and Santee Sioux Nations.  

Region IV 
12. Center for Survivors, 

Columbus 
13. Haven House, Wayne 
14. Bright Horizons, Norfolk 
19. Crisis Center for Domestic 

Abuse/Sexual Assault, 
Fremont 

 
Region V 
15. Voices of Hope, Lincoln 
16. The Friendship Home, Lincoln 
17. Project Response, Auburn 
18. Hope Crisis Center, Fairbury 
 
Region VI 
20. Heartland Family Services 

Domestic Abuse Program, 
Papillion 

21. YWCA - Women Against 
Violence Program, Omaha 

22. Catholic Charities - The 
Shelter, Omaha 

 

Region I 
1. Family Rescue Services, 

Chadron 
2. DOVES, Gering 
3. North Central Quad County 

Task Force, Valentine 
 
Region II 
4. Domestic Abuse/Sexual 

Assault Services (DASAS), 
McCook 

5. Rape/Domestic Abuse Program 
(R/DAP), North Platte 

6. Parent-Child Center, Lexington 
7. Sandhills Crisis Intervention 

Program (SCIP), Ogallala 
 
Region III 
8. Cedars Family Violence Center, 

Broken Bow 
9. The S.A.F.E. Center, Kearney 
10. The Crisis Center, Grand Island 
11. Spouse Abuse/Sexual Assault 

Crisis Center (SASA), Hastings 
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The domestic  
violence/sexual 
assault program 

understood.  
So many times I 
was alone, in my 
own world. They 
knew what I was 
going through, 
helped me get 
out, and helped 
me learn that it 
wasn’t my fault! 
They helped me 
get stronger and 
become a new 

me! 
 

-Nebraska  
survivor 
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Network Services 

The domestic violence/sexual assault programs offer a range of services for both adults and 
children who are victims of domestic and sexual violence. Although services vary, each program 
provides the following assistance. 

 
24 Hour Crisis Line 
Confidential support, information, and access to services are available 24 hours a day by calling 
the program in your area.  
 
Legal Referrals & Assistance with Protection Orders 
Although programs cannot give legal advice, they can provide assistance with obtaining a  
domestic abuse protection order, emotional support through court proceedings, and referrals to 
local attorneys. 
 
Emergency Shelter 
Providing a safe place to stay is an important service of Nebraska’s network of programs. Using 
a combination of shelters, hotels and private homes, programs offer people a place to escape 
further violence.   
 
Ongoing Support & Information 
Support groups for survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, and adult survivors of child 
sexual abuse and incest are available in many communities. Additionally, some programs offer 
groups for teens experiencing violence, children who have witnessed violence, and educational 
groups for men who batter.  
 
Transportation 
Emergency transportation to shelter is available 24 hours a day. Programs can also provide 
transportation to court proceedings, medical services or to other community agencies when  
necessary.  
 
Education & Prevention Programs 
Prevention programs for children and young adults on child sexual abuse, sexual assault, dating 
violence, sexual harassment, and other forms of gender-based violence are provided across the 
state. Staff and volunteers are also available for presentations to church and civic groups, and 
for trainings and presentations to other area agencies who work with survivors of domestic  
violence and sexual assault. 
 
Medical Advocacy & Referrals 
Staff and volunteers are available upon request to accompany survivors to hospital emergency 
rooms and local medical offices for treatment of injuries or an exam after a sexual assault. 
 
 

We are fragile and sensitive people on the inside and show our strength on the 
outside. Even if we go back, don’t give up on us. 

-Nebraska survivor 
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The twenty-two local domestic violence/sexual assault programs strive to meet the needs of 
victims/survivors and to provide a voice to speak on their behalf when needed. Additionally, 
programs work to hold offenders accountable and partner with other agencies to increase 
community awareness and support. During the fiscal year October 1, 2008 - September 30, 
2009, the 22 domestic violence/sexual assault programs provided the following services.* 
 

People Served 
 20,134 people received direct services (shelter, crisis support, medical advocacy, etc.) 

 11,266 adult women, 1,181 adult men, 7,687 children and youth  
 The ages of those receiving services vary. 

 5,941 were 0-17 years old 
 3,238 were 18-24 years old 
 7,455 were 25-59 years old 
 364 were 60 years or older 
 3,136 people did not provide demographic information regarding their age 

 The ethnicity of those receiving services reflects the growing diversity of Nebraska’s 
population. 

 50 identified as Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 
 192 identified as Asian 
 957 identified as American Indian or Alaska Native 
 2,125 identified as Black or African American 
 3,007 identified as Hispanic or Latino 
 12,185 identified as White 
 1,618 did not provide information regarding their ethnicity 

 

Shelter Services 
 A total of 85,134 shelter beds were provided by the network of programs 
 

Crisis Line Calls 
 54,432 calls were answered on the programs’ 24-hour crisis lines 
  

Supportive Counseling and Advocacy 
When reporting statistics, programs had the option of including either the number of contacts or the number of 
hours. Therefore, the number of contacts does not include the number of hours listed.  

 Adults 
 30,864 service contacts for individual support/advocacy and 39,371 hours provided 
 6,558 contacts for group support/advocacy and 6,872 hours provided 

 Children/Youth 
 7,572 contacts were made for individual support /advocacy and 7,811 hours provided 
 7,080 contacts were made for group support/advocacy and 6,153 hours provided 

 An additional 7,246 hours were spent providing additional activities (individual and group) to 
children and youth 

2008 - 2009 Network Statistics 
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*This report includes the statistics provided to the Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition by the local domestic 
violence/sexual assault programs. These numbers reflect only the services provided by the programs. They do not include  
services provided to victims/survivors by other agencies (i.e., police, medical). Therefore, this information should be seen as a 
conservative estimate. The actual number of victims, survivors, and services provided in Nebraska is likely to be much greater. 

NDVSAC Statewide Report 2008-2009 



Network Statistics Continued 
 

Prevention/Educational Programs 
 2,372 prevention/educational programs were conducted 
 49,913 individuals attended  
 An additional 1,265 awareness activities were provided, such as informational booths 

 
Direct Services Provided by the Coalition 

In addition to the direct services provided by the network of programs, the Coalition 
provided the following direct services between January - December 2009. 
 
 Assisted with 42 petitions for immigrant victims of domestic violence and sexual 
assault under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) legislation. These petitions 
included 62 derivatives. Derivatives are certain family members that can be 

included in immigration applications, including parents, spouses, and children under 21 
years of age. 

 Answered 264 calls on the Línea de Crisis, the statewide hotline answered in Spanish. 
 The cultural services staff provided 325 instances of technical assistance to local domestic 

violence/sexual assault programs and 222 instances of technical assistance to other 
organizations.  

  
 Provided 1,303 hours of services to 136 victims through attorneys who are part of the Legal 

Assistance to Victims (LAV) grant project.  Over 32 clients received pro bono services 
throughout their legal proceedings. In several cases attorneys also provided pro bono hours 
on a case in addition to the paid legal services.   

 Assistance was provided for the following areas: protection orders, divorce, 
custody/visitation, paternity, child/spousal support, consumer/finance, 
employment, income maintenance, and housing. 

 There were 290 court decisions or negotiated agreements over the 12 month 
period.* 

 The LAV grant is a joint project between the Coalition and the Volunteer Lawyers 
Project of the Nebraska Bar Association. 

 
*One person may have multiple court decisions; these statistics are based on the legal issue, not 
individual persons.  

 
 Held 12 victim impact focus groups across the state.  

 These groups provide a forum for victims, survivors, and advocates to discuss how 
the criminal justice system and its various agencies are working with victims and 
survivors.  

 
You consent to be married. You are not consenting to be treated as nothing. 

-Nebraska survivor 
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Coalition Services 

The Coalition’s primary focus is providing support and assistance to the domestic violence/
sexual assault programs and other organizations. This includes the following services.  
 
Technical Training and Assistance 
Each year the Coalition offers numerous training opportunities for program advocates. The  
trainings assist programs with training new staff and board members and to help ensure that 
there is a common basic understanding throughout the programs of the philosophy of providing 
services and working with survivors. Coalition staff also work individually with programs. 
 
Peer Review 
Each of the 22 network domestic violence/sexual assault programs undergoes a peer review by 
the Coalition every three to four years. Staff from similar programs assists the Coalition in  
conducting the reviews. The purpose of peer review is to ensure that a consistent quality of  
services is provided throughout the state. 
 
Collaborative Partnerships 
The Coalition works in partnership with other agencies and organizations, both statewide and 
national, to develop policies and procedures that lead to appropriate responses to domestic  
violence and sexual assault and provide a unified voice on public policy issues.  
 
Resource Library 
The Coalition maintains an extensive resource library for use by the programs as well as  
individuals and organizations in need of information about domestic violence, sexual assault and 
related issues.  
 
Statewide Public Awareness Activities 
The Coalition conducts statewide public awareness activities to help raise awareness about  
issues pertaining to domestic violence and sexual assault.  
 
Spanish Hotline: 1-877-215-0167 
As Nebraska’s Latino population has grown in recent years, it has become critical that the  
network programs are able to respond to the needs of this population. The Coalition funds and 
staffs a statewide hotline in Spanish.  
 
LAPTOP 
The Nebraska LAPTOP project began in 2003 through funding from a federal grant. Its purpose 
is to connect victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking with private attorneys 
who provide pro bono or reduced fee assistance for them.  
 
Josie’s Fund  
Animals, like family members, are often victims of violence occurring in their homes. Through 
Josie’s Fund, programs may apply to the Coalition for small grants to help pay for pet-related 
expenses such as kenneling a pet who would otherwise have to be left behind if the family is 
fleeing violence or paying for veterinarian bills and other expenses incurred from pets being  
injured during a violent incident.  
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Coalition Services 

Page 8 NDVSAC Statewide Report 2008-2009 

Spotlight Program:  
Breaking Barriers State Conference  

 
In May 2009, the Coalition hosted a 
state conference, Breaking Barriers: 
Addressing Mental Health, Substance 
Abuse, Trauma, and Cultural Concerns 
Faced by Victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault.  
 
Over 200 people attended the conference, which 
included  outstanding national and local speakers, 
vendor tables, agency displays, and lots of 
networking. The five national speakers provided four 
keynote addresses plus numerous breakout 
sessions. A total of twenty breakout sessions were 

provided. Conference topics included trauma and dissociation, interpreters and translators, 
substance abuse and gender, immigration issues, human trafficking, LGBTQI issues related to 
DV/SA and support groups for women with multiple abuse issues, among others.   
 
The Board of Directors hosted a reception on 
Tuesday evening, with hors d’oeuvres, a silent 
auction and a presentation by staff member 
Christine Carberry. The conference concluded 
with a keynote presentation by Ellen Pence, 
“Propelling the Revolution.” 
 
The University of Nebraska Medical Center 
provided administrative support for the 
conference, as did several Coalition volunteers.  
The conference was funded primarily through 
the Rural VAWA grant.  

QUOTES FROM CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS 
 
 What a great 3 days! I have learned so much. 

Some of the best teaching for advocates. 
 
 I really liked how you all were very sensitive to 

everyone’s comfort level as it pertains to the 
emotional level of the information. 

 
 I was blown away at how great all these sessions 

were. 
 
 It was the best most informative enlightening 

empowering workshop I have been to in years. 
 
 Excellent services-plenty of info provided in many 

forms. I can’t wait to get back home and spread my 
wealth of new education. :-)  

 
 This has been the most interesting conference I 

have ever attended.  All of the presenters really did 
a great job & were very knowledgeable.  Please 
have this conference every year!! 

 
 Very informative. Speakers very knowledgeable. 

Received many tools to use with understanding DV/
SA and how I can help others to understand and 
spread awareness. Coalition staff very helpful and I 
thank them all in making this program possible. 

Coalition staff with the keynote speakers;  
left to right: Michelle Zinke (NDVSAC), Patti 

Bland, Olga Trujillo, Ann Jennings, Ellen Pence, 
Christine Carberry (NDVSAC), and Lynne Lange 

NDVSAC).  

Conference participants listen to the opening  
keynote by Ann Jennings.  



Spotlight Program:  
Cultural Services Program 

 
The Coalition continues its commitment to increasing 
resources and staff support related to victims and survivors 
with diverse backgrounds. The Coalition provides technical 
assistance and certain types of direct services that may be 
difficult for local programs to provide consistently across the state.  
  
The Coalition, in conjunction with the Parent-Child Center, implemented a  
hotline in Spanish in 2004. The Coalition now coordinates the hotline and 
connects callers with local resources. Through the Línea de Crisis, 
victims/survivors are able to speak immediately with a Spanish speaking 
advocate who can connect them to services/resources anywhere in the 

state. Three of the Coalition’s full time staff answer hotline calls as well as three relief staff.  
  
In 2007 the Coalition became recognized by the Bureau of Immigration 
Appeals (BIA) and two staff members received individual BIA accreditation 
(Kellie Draper and Leticia Bonifas). Immigration law allows nonprofit 
organizations to apply for recognition and individuals within nonprofits to 
apply for accreditation from the BIA.  BIA accreditation officially authorizes 
an advocate to provide representation to clients applying for immigrant 
benefits.  With BIA Recognition and Accreditation, the Coalition can assist 
immigrant victims and survivors of domestic and sexual violence with Self 
Petitions, U and T visas and other remedies available through the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). To increase accessibility of these 
services to rural victims, during the past year the cultural services staff 
organized three Immigration Clinics that were held in rural areas.  
  
In 2008 the Coalition began a partnership with Casa de Esperanza, a national Latina advocacy 
organization whose mission is to mobilize Latino communities to end domestic violence.  The 
Coalition is part of a pilot program developed by Casa de Esperanza called “Community 
Engagement” and acts on the theory that communities can be mobilized and effect change. The 
Coalition staff works closely with Casa de Esperanza and local domestic violence and sexual 
assault programs to organize Latino community members.       
  
Other activities include participation in an immigration task force that is part of  the Immigration 
Integration and Civil Participation project sponsored by Nebraska Appleseed for Law in the 
Public Interest and the creation and/or translation of existing brochures into Spanish. 

Thank you so much...I shall always remember the journey you walked with me, 
when I was in tears. You where there. l would like to Thank You Leticia and all 

others that you worked with to make this happen. 
-Immigrant survivor, after receiving employment authorization 
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Cultural Services Staff, 
left to right: Maria 

Maravilla, Kellie Draper, 
Ana Morales. Not 

pictured: Leticia Bonifas.  

Cultural Services staff 
Leticia Bonifas and 

Kellie Draper prepare a  
presentation on  

immigration petitions.  



Coalition Statistics** 

Training, Education, and Technical Assistance to the Network 
 Responded to 1,836 telephone/email requests for information.  
 Conducted 66 on-site visits to the network of programs (note: 

this includes the victim impact groups listed on page six). 
 Provided 60 trainings and meetings, totaling 258.75 training 

hours and attended by 789 people*, including: 
 36 trainings/meetings for individual domestic violence/

sexual assault programs and/or a specific region, 
 9 statewide program trainings or videoconferences,  
 6 webinars on various topics  
 4 consortium meetings 

 

Training, Education, and Technical Assistance to 
Other Agencies 
 Responded to 1,407 telephone/email requests for information.  
 Provided 48 trainings in multidisciplinary forums, totaling 178 

hours and attended by 2,011 people,* including: 
 12 statewide trainings, which were attended by 709 

people,* including three events in other states 
 Convened and/or attended 226 meetings on collaborative 

initiatives and enhancing services 
 

Publications and Resources 
 Shared information and resources through 267 mailings to the 

network of programs, and 220 mailings to other organizations  
 Distributed four issues of In Touch, a bi-monthly publication 

for staff, volunteers, board members, and funders 
 Printed and distributed four new brochures in English and 

Spanish, and translated numerous brochures into Spanish 
 Distributed over 130,340 copies of brochures and other 

materials  related to domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking 

 

Public Awareness 
 Provided information booths and displays at six regional 

events 
 Helped promote National Stalking Awareness Month 

(January), National Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week 
(in February), National Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
(April), and National Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
(October) 
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*There may be some duplication in these numbers. A person may have attended more than one event.  
**These statistics reflect January-December 2009, which is the Coalition’s fiscal year.  

Recently a woman called 
from another state. A former 
resident of Nebraska, she 

had once read Breaking the 
Silence: A Handbook for 
Battered Women. She 

contacted the Coalition for a 
second copy to give to a 

friend who was in a 
relationship with an abusive 

partner.  
 

“That book really opened my 
eyes,” she stated. “It helped 

me to see what was 
happening. It’s a great 

resource. I want to give one 
to my friend, but I don’t want 

to give up my copy.”  
 

The Coalition sent additional 
copies to this person so she 
could help her friend access 

information and support. 

Advocates participate in a training 
exercise, as national trainer  

Ann Brickson, from the  
Wisconsin Coalition Against  

Domestic Violence, facilitates. 
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Public Policy 
 Sponsored a statewide Lobby Day in February 2009 to inform state senators and other 

leaders about domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
 Provided testimony at three legislative hearings at the Unicameral 

 
Staff Development & Training 
 Coalition staff attended 87 teleconferences, videoconferences, and conferences (state and 

national) to keep current and informed about emerging issues related to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking 

 
Agency Collaboration 
The Coalition has extensive experience providing training and technical assistance and working 
with allied organizations. Collaboration with both the network of domestic violence/sexual 
assault programs and other organizations is a primary focus of the Coalition. One collaborative 
project has been  the Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and Enforcement of Protection 
Orders (GTEAP).  

 
The GTEAP collaboration was a joint project of the 
Nebraska Attorney General’s Office (fiscal agent), the 
Nebraska State Patrol, and the Coalition. It focused 
on improving coordinated community responses to 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking. The 
primary Coalition staff member was Sarah Balcom.  
 
Sarah’s primary goal was to document experiences of 
victims and survivors involved with the criminal justice 
system. This information was then incorporated into 
trainings and technical assistance with law enforcement and 
other criminal justice professionals. She also served as a bridge 
between law enforcement and local program advocates. 
 
The GTEAP project first began in 2005. Since then, the project 
staff  provided 15 regional trainings, each two days in length. 
These trainings were attended by 1,695 people.* Numerous site 
visits and individualized trainings were also provided, with an 
estimated 900 people receiving training through the site visits. 
Other activities included creating a stalking log and dangerous 
self-assessment tool for stalking victims.  
 
Funding for this project recently ended. However, the Coalition 
remains committed to the ideals of the grant and to providing 
continued services and support to all involved.  

*There may be some duplication in these numbers. A person may have attended more than one event.  

Comments from Nebraska  
victims and survivors, 
regarding the criminal justice 
system: 
 “If it was your daughter, 

what would you do?” 
 “Be sincere and realistic 

with what you CAN do.” 
 “Go in with an open mind, 

no biases.” 
  “Don’t judge, be 

compassionate.” 
 Understand how 

important that decision 

made in court is. It not 

only affects me now, but 

my future, as well as 

impacts all other victims 

 I feel as long as someone 

sees who I really am…the 

justice system will see the 

truth…IF someone will 

speak up! 

Sarah  
Balcom, 

NDVSAC 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights 2009 
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Public Awareness Events Leadership Team: Members of the Board of Directors and the 
Executive Director enjoy the state conference and reception. 

Interactive discussion and sharing at Directors Day Meetings 
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Overview of Funding 

The following is the 2009 summary of expenses for the Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual 
Assault Coalition. The fiscal year for the Coalition is a calendar year (January-December). The 
funding information reflects that timeframe.  
 
Nebraska Health and Human Services: $93,150.87 
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services - Family Violence Prevention & Services 
Act: $230,544.15 
 
U.S. Department of Justice - Violence Against Women Act: $806,887.86 

Legal Assistance for Victims Grant Program: $219,556.11 
 
Grants to State Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Coalitions: $196,279.60 
 
Rural Domestic Violence and Child Victimization Grant: $374,354.28 
 
Recovery Act Grants to State Sexual Assault & Domestic Violence Coalitions: $16,697.87 

 
Sub-Contracts: $123,951.71 

State of Nebraska, Office of Attorney General - U.S. Department of Justice, Grants to  
Encourage Arrest Program: $51,713.60 
 
Nebraska Crime Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, U.S. 
Department of Justice - Victims of Crime Act Program: $72,238.11 

 
Program Membership Dues: $16,902 
 
Individual & Organizational Donors: $6,747.97 
 
Community Services Fund: $5,982.69 
 
Allstate Foundation: $5,423.49 
 
DELTA (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention):  $9,064.13 
 
Interest: $2,850.16 
 

Total: $1,301,504.60 
 
 

Fight! Believe! Listen with your heart and talk with your head….Teach us and 
others that this is wrong, and that it HAS TO STOP!  

Somehow, we all need to work together to make it stop. 
-Nebraska survivor, when asked what she wanted advocates to know 
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Coalition Donors 
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The Coalition understands that the current economic climate has limited the financial resources 
of many and has impacted the amount that individuals and families are able to donate. The 
Coalition is deeply appreciative of the support that it receives from its donors. Without their 
ongoing assistance, it would be impossible for the Coalition to provide resources and services to 
the local domestic violence/sexual assault programs and other agencies.  
 
The following list includes individuals and organizations who are members of the Coalition or 
who have donated through the Community Services Fund, or through memorial funds. If a name 
has been inadvertently omitted from these lists, please contact the Coalition office. 

Individuals 
Father Robert Barnhill 
Cora Berry 
Lynn Buchanan 
Judith DeGraff 
Jamie Doerr 
Dr. Larry & Peg Fletcher 
Lisa & Barry Forbes 
Lisa Fox 
JoAnn Gallatin 
Donna Goad 
Jim Gordon 
Scott Hahn 
Lois & Alan Hansen 
Carmen & Nate Hinman 
Dona Hohensee 
Jean Johnson 
Shelby Jones 
Mary Kamerzell 
Susan Kloch 
Carol Knieriem 
Susan Koenig 
Julie Lingenfelter 
David Mellinger 
Bob Moyer 
Barb Netherland 
Karly Oehlerking 
Linda Olson 
Bridget Peck 
Reverend Roland Peschel 
Dottie & Bob Shapiro 
Hilary Wasserburger 
Roger Wiese 
Daryl Wilcox 

Dr. Susan &  
     Joseph Wortmann 
David Wysong 
 
Organizations 
Good Life Counseling &  
     Support 
Scotts Bluff County  
     Attorneys Office 
State Troopers Association  
     of Nebraska 
Hites Enterprises, Inc 
 

Donors through the 
Community Services Fund* 
Patricia A. Amedeo 
Brian Anderson 
Keith Bartles 
Rebecca Sue Bolli 
Jason Bougger 
Jason Boykin 
Laura M. Bugay 
Anne V. Christensen 
Kathy A. Corbett 
Barbara DiBernard 
Joy L. Doucet 
Andy Elder 
Sharon Kay Frederick 
Mary M. Gabriel 
Chris W. Gallagher 
Maureen Gallagher 
Tiffanie Glaser 
Jennifer L. Haley 
Nicholas Hamik 

Thomas M. Hansen 
Stephanie T. Hardesty 
Lisa P. King 
William  Kirkland 
JoAnne  Kissel 
Douglas R. Koebernick 
Judith A. Lafond 
Carole  Levin 
Margerita Lisek 
Precious S. Lomack-Perry 
Mary G. McGarvey 
David W. Mellick 
Vicki A. Miller 
Sara  Nicholas 
Gary G. Osborn 
Gary  Proskovec 
Linda Ruchala 
Amanda Schur 
Katherine Schwartman 
Amy N. Spiegel 
Jill M. Staberg 
Debra Storz 
Joseph S. Swoboda 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*The Community Services Fund 
donors reflect the 2008 campaign.  

 
 

The Coalition also thanks 
the anonymous donors for 

their support! 
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Supporting Social Change to End Violence 
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The Coalition’s primary membership is 
the twenty-two local domestic violence/
sexual assault programs located across 
Nebraska. However, other 
organizations can apply to be a 
member, and anyone can donate funds 
to support the work of the Coalition and 
the local programs.  
 
The Coalition works closely with the 
local domestic violence/sexual assault 
programs to create change on the local 
level. A strong collaboration with the 
local programs is also needed to create 
a coordinate statewide approach to 
domestic and sexual violence.  
 
Support from individuals as well as 
federal, state and local agencies is vital 
to the work of the Coalition. We 
gratefully acknowledge the donors who 
have generously supported us during 
the past year. This support enables the 
Coalition to continue its leadership role 
in Nebraska and on the national level.  
 
Their tax deductible contribution plays 
an important part in preventing 
victimization and bringing needed 
services and resources to victims and 
their families. Will you join us? 
 
 

“You all do a great job and I love 
my time spent with you… 

I always come away with a feeling 
of being part of an organization 
that is doing something positive 

for others.”  
-local program advocate from 

Nebraska, in regard to the 
services provided by the Coalition 
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The Coalition distributes numerous publications on domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. Additional materials are available through the Coalition’s lending library. For more 
information or to request any of these materials,  contact the Coalition office at 402-476-6256 or 
arystrom@ndvsac.org.  
 

Brochures: 
 A Safety Plan for living free from domestic violence (English and Spanish) 
 Understanding Nebraska’s Protection Orders (English and Spanish)  
 Nebraska’s Network of Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Programs (English and Spanish) 
 What Every Congregation Needs to Know About Domestic Violence (English and Spanish) 
 No One Deserves to be Sexually Assaulted (English and Spanish)  
 Domestic Violence and Abuse in Later Life (English and Spanish)  
 Are You Being Stalked? (English and Spanish)  
 Pets are Victims Too! Understanding the Link Between Domestic Violence & Animal Abuse 
 Josie’s Fund: Helping Victims of Domestic Violence and Their Pets 
 Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition (English and Spanish) 
 Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition: Cultural Services Project  
 Violence and Substance Abuse (English and Spanish)  
 Mental Health and Violence (English and Spanish)  
 Activity Packet for Children (ages 4-8 years) (English and Spanish) 
 It’s Not Always Happy at My House (for ages 8-12 years) (English and Spanish) 
 Violence in the Home: Information for Teens (English and Spanish) 
 Helping Children Heal and Thrive: Information for Parents Who Are Survivors of Domestic 

and Sexual Violence (English and Spanish) 
 GLBT Intimate Partner Violence (English and Spanish) 
 

Posters:  
 Josie’s Fund: Understanding Link Between DV & Animal Abuse 
 

Bookmarks:  
 Healthy Relationship/Unhealthy Relationships (English and Spanish)  
 Imagine A World Without Sexual Violence (English and Spanish)  
 

Booklets: 
 Breaking the Silence: A Handbook for Battered Women (English and Spanish)  
 Sexual Assault: Information for Victims, Families and Friends (English and Spanish)  
 

Nebraska VINE Materials)*: 
 Victims Have the Right to Know Poster (11x17) (English and Spanish) 
 Victims Have the Right to Know Brochure (English and Spanish) 
 Victims Have the Right to Know Tear Off Note Pads (English and Spanish) 
 
*VINE signifies Victim Information and Notification Everyday. This service allows crime victims to obtain timely and reliable 
information about criminal cases and the custody status of offenders 24 hours a day. For more information about VINE, please 
visit www.vinelink.com or contact the Coalition. 

Brochures and Materials 

Coalition Publications 
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Board of Directors and Coalition Staff 
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Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition 
Committed to the prevention and elimination of  

domestic violence and sexual assault.  
 

 

Board of Directors 
Nikki Gausman, Chair, Kearney 

Donna Goad, Vice-Chair, McCook 
Carmen Hinman, Treasurer, Fairbury 
Tricia Freeman, Secretary, Bellevue 

Karly Oehlerking, Parliamentarian, Omaha 
 

Nancy Cederlind, Wayne 
Ellen Freeman-Wakefield, Omaha 

Frances Hauptman, Omaha 
Kathy Jones, Omaha 

Andrea Kucera, Norfolk  
Bob Moyer, Lincoln 
Linda Olson, O’Neill 

Hilary Wasserburger, Gering 
Daryl Wilcox, Wayne 

Susan Wortmann, Lincoln 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coalition Staff 
Lynne Lange, Executive Director 

Sarah Balcom, Domestic Violence Program Coordinator 
Carly Beusch, Project Attorney 

Leticia Bonifas, Latina Outreach Coordinator 
Christine Carberry, Behavioral Health Program Coordinator 

Kellie Draper, Cultural Services Director 
Amanda Hanner, Sexual Violence Program Coordinator 

Jim Ingram, Data Systems Coordinator 
Maria Maravilla, Immigrant Victim Specialist 

Ana Morales, Administrative Coordinator 
Rachel Olive, Prevention Coordinator 

Angela Rystrom, Administrative Coordinator 
Robert Sanford, Legal Director 
Stacia Urbauer, Fiscal Manager 

Michelle Zinke, Training and Resource Coordinator 



To receive help for yourself or a friend,  
call your local domestic violence/sexual assault program or: 

 
1-800-799-SAFE (7233) - National Domestic Violence Hotline 

1-800-656-HOPE (4673) - Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network (RAINN) 
1-866-331-9474 - National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline 

 

 
Línea de Crisis en Nebraska: 
1-877-215-0167 (en español)  

Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition 
1000 “O” Street, Suite 102 * Lincoln, NE 68508 

402-476-6256 * www.ndvsac.org 


